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Some are pleased they have the cleanest, shiniest or maybe 
rarest vehicle, but this mini took my fancy for sure. The 
last thing I ever expected to see was  a 6 wheel stretched 
Mini . And thousands of miles from home too. A genuine 
unique car. Terrific! 

The coolest Mini ever? 

You don't have to have a V8 to have twin 

chrome pipes 



When I first saw this car at night It had strip led 
lighting in the back with the lower ones placed so 
that although the cargo area is lit up you cannot see 
the source of light. With a lovely red glow 
it gives the impression there is a purpose 
for this car. I called Shirley out to check it 
out. She asked is it a hearse?  A closer look 
reveals anchor points and rings along the 
sides. Could they be for securing a coffin? 
Being stretched there is enough room. 
As it turned out way back years ago Daryl 
Hughes went on a trip to Queensland in a 
Mini Cooper S. Lugging all their stuff 
around every night made him decide he 
would want a van to do a trip like that 
again. And much later it just sort of hap-
pened. It started when he bought two mini 
vans. 
At a glance it would appear he has tacked 
on half of another mini at the rear but being 
a lover of Minis he was not going to destroy 
a mini to realize his dream. Instead of tack-
ing on he cut the existing mini around the back 
wheels , moved the rear end back a bit and fabri-
cated the missing section from the donor vehicle. 
The donor section needed was part of the roof plus 
the sides. The donor vehicle was to change from a 
van to a ute, so it wasn’t destroyed by this project. It 
would also live on as a custom. And this car hasn’t 

Daryl Hughes and his copilot Don Needham. Don 

did the electrics on the car. 

Pretty standard Cooper S cockpit but every hot car in the 

1960’s had a console with lots of switches n stuff. 

What else 

would you 

have hanging 

from a Mini 

rear view 

mirror but a 

Mini Mini. 



been built just to be a cus-
tom. Daryl is a musician 
and needs room to cart his 
instruments around to 
various gigs. 
He engaged two panel 
beaters, Lloyd and Nigel 
Buttress from Orange in 
NSW to do the modifica-
tions. An Engineer came 
in to check on the mods at 
various stages but always 
gave it the tick. Apart 
from the big cut, the first 
task was to make a sub-
frame incorporating two 
isolastic rear ends. 3mm 
steel was used  for stiffen-
ing things up. The inten-
tion was to have the back completely closed in 
to keep prying eyes off the musical gear. Origi-
nally Mini Vans never had windows in the back 
and this tradition was to carry on but when the 
panel work was complete, but before painting, 
Lloyd reckoned it might look better with some 
windows in the back. Initially they just cut out 
the rear ones but ended in cutting them both and 
it looks just great. 
The modifications have added 300 kgs to the 
original weight  so  the front brake discs have 
been upgraded from 7 ½” to Daihatsu Charade 
dics at 9 ½”. Also all 4 rear wheels are braked 
with hydraulics as well as the handbrake. The 
extra  2 slave cylinders necessitated a master 
cylinder with a bigger piston. An L300 one does 
the job well. 
When the project started 
this vehicle didn’t have 
an engine  but Daryl be-
ing a mini enthusiast had 
a spare Cooper S motor 
in the shed. A quick pull 
down found nothing 
amiss so he gave the 
bores a light hone and 
new rings and reassem-
bled it.  In a previous life 
it had been bored 60 
thou, giving it a capacity 
of 1330cc from the origi-
nal 1275. Pulling the ex-
tra weight the extra ca-
pacity would be handy. 
It still runs its original 
pair of 1¼ SU carbs. 

Back is roomy. Nifty led lighting looks great at night. 

BMC 13 might be because that was the number on the 

Cooper S that won Bathurst in 1966. It also might be the 

year that Daryl finished the car 



And with fuel in mind the fuel capac-
ity was upped from 20 litres to 60. 
Inside the front looks remarkably like 
any Cooper S but turn your head and 
look behind and there is this great ex-
panse disappearing towards the back. 
The entire back has been lined with 
cellular aluminium insulation against 
the metal and covered with underfelt 
beneath the conventional roof lining 
and side trims. The result is remarka-
bly quiet with the added bonus of 
keeping the heat out. 
Remember at the start of this article I 
first saw this car at night and the light-
ing in the back just gives a certain am-
bience that is just fantastic. Even if you were dead 
and on that last ride you couldn’t help but enjoy it.  It 
is done with led strip lighting.  
There is a continuous strip of 
white lights around the edge of 
the roof and a strip of red half-
way down each side in the back. 
They are placed so that when 
you are standing outside the car 
you can’t see the source of the 
light, just the reflected light. It’s 
really cool. 
And all over there are tricky 
little innovations such as the 
ability to open the rear side 
windows from the driver’s seat 
using the mechanism adapted 
from a Mazda fuel filler door. 
Officially it’s a 1968 Mini 
panelvan, built as a utility vehi-
cle. Nothing has changed there, 
this car was built to use. 
And although it was completed in 2013 it will never 
really be finished. It is an ongoing project with small 
changes continuously making it better and better 
 
And  there are other minis in Daryl’s life too, a ‘64 

Cooper 998, a ‘68 Cooper S Mk 2 and a ‘72 Club-

man GT, but they are another three stories. 

 

The name “Lorraine” on the rear quarter is in 

memory of Daryl’s late sister. It was her influence 

that got him involved in Minis when he was a 

young bloke.  

You just never get sick of looking at that neat setup. 

Standard Cooper S engine. Did you realize Minis 

took the first 9 places, plus quite a few more, at 

Bathurst in 1966? 



 

In the beginning…. A 1968 Mini van 

From Daryl’s photo album. 

Above: The first cut is the deepest.  

Right: Add in a bit  and it starts to take 

shape 

Above: The two rear hydrolastic suspension 

assemblies. Front suspension is rubber. 

Below: Welded back together. Note the lack 

of windows in the back. This was how the job 

was planned from the start but it was decided 

it would look better with the rear section cut 

out. 

But with the back section cut out it was decided to  

put glass in all the side windows. Looks great! They 

open out a little too, via a nifty remote control 

mechanism to give flow through ventilation 



Rejex 

Shirley and myself and our Model T, once 
again survived the Rejex rally, which starts 
at Mindil beach and is basically a series of 
motorkhana events as you cruise down to 
Pine Creek way with an overnight stop at 
Emerald Springs. 
Being the oldest vehicle there we had to 
leave the start line first. That’s a bit stress-
ful when you have no one to cheat off and 
follow. Never mind we had a small errand 
to do before we came to the first motork-
hana routine at Hidden Valley. We reckoned it 
might get some thinking we were lost when we 
headed on where we should have turned off, but 
as it turned out we followed someone else while 
on our alternate route. At that first routine we 
were handed 4 tennis balls. As well as hooning 
round a bunch of witches hats in a particular 
order you were supposed to put the balls into 
buckets adjacent to certain witches hats. We did 
this same course last year and were a bit frus-
trated when Shirley dropped the balls into the 
buckets no worries but was a bit dismayed to 
see them bounce straight out again. Being 
seated in such a tall vehicle was certainly a 
problem. So this year, not wanting to be caught 
out again, I insisted that Shirley, the navigator, 
should ride this routine on the running board 
and when I would stop at the offending bucket, 
she should get off and carefully place the ball in 
before getting back on the running board to 
hoon off to the next one. That worked great in 
the ball and bucket department but left the poor 
driver (me) in the lurch a bit because I had no 
one to direct me to the correct next witches hat. 
You can imagine my frustration trying to read 
the map which was on the floor (the wind had 
blown it off the seat) while hooning around this 
sea of witches hats. Never mind, we got all the 
balls in the buckets and didn’t get lost. And the 
wheels didn’t break. It looked like it was going 
to be a good weekend. Before we headed off 
down the track we watched a few of the others 
go through the same routine. One car went 
through the course smoking the tyres all the 
way and totally didn’t bother about the balls. 
Another chucked them out the window in the 
general direction of the buckets as they went 

This page: At the start. Get dressed up with a theme 

is the go. Here we have a family depicting the Wiz-

ard of Oz. There were kids to go with the theme too 

but the wizard made them invisible. 



past at full noise. Everyone at Rejex has a dif-
ferent outlook on how to attack the course, but 
the common denominator is everyone is hav-
ing fun. 
And so it was through the whole weekend. 
Personally I got a little bit gamer after having 
completed each routine with the wheels intact  
( many years ago I broke one of the wooden 
spoked wheels on the T on its maiden outing at 
Rejex) and by the end of the event it felt like 
the rear end was even sliding out a bit. But for 
many of the participants, the challenge is to 
just get through the course without getting lost, 
and the chances of taking a wrong turn increase 
drastically if you do it fast. 
And the variety of vehicles at Rejex is always 
an eye opener too. There were cars from the 
nineteen twenties right up to a brand new latest 
model 4wd and absolutely every era between 
them was represented, even an OKA bus or a 
V8 powered mini, a mustang or an FJ. And this 
year something new surfaced. Rocker covers. 
It seems there is quite a following of racers 
made out of rocker covers. Considering there 
was only a couple of weeks notice that these 
rocker cover races were going to be held, the 

Being the oldest car we were first to get flagged off by 

the pit cuties. 

Wilco and Mary Louise’ Mini was flower powered 

for sure, but a broken windscreen  might have put 

out the joints. 

Below: A brand new 4WD really made some dust. This is called non destructive testing  of wheels. 



response was amazing. The idea is to put wheels 
on a rocker cover and decorate it as your person-
ality sees fit. Then it is put next to someone 
else’s creation and the race is a drag along a 
gravity powered track about 6 metres long. It’s 
all a lot of fun and you wouldn’t believe how ex-
cited some of the competitors and spectators can 
get. And the rocker cover cars themselves, well 
you would have to call some of them works of 
art. 

The one Rejex routine that’s hard to get wrong, the 

standing quarter mile. 

And a couple of planes landed to have a look. 

Rocker cover racers. As you can see its ok 

to go to a lot of trouble decorating a rocker 

cover. And could you tell some of these are 

made by ladies? 

Below: Fred Flintstone's car maybe, but 

the extra weight of bedrock seems to over-

come friction better. 



Next year is the 60th anniversary of the first Re-
jex rally and it is intended to go all the way to 
Katherine as the original one did. You could do 
yourself and your old car a favour and be part of 
it. 
 
Here is a brief on a couple of 2014’s participants 

Dave George was driving his 
Austin 7 special. It started 
out back in 1937 as a Big 7 
four seat tourer. This is one of 
those cars that came to Aus-
tralia as a rolling chassis and 
was fitted with a locally made 
body. The Big 7 body was 
wider and longer than the nor-
mal but back in the 1950’s in 
received the big chop and re-
ceived its all aluminium body 
which is definitely not wide 
any more. In fact it is so nar-
row there isn’t room for the 
accelerator in the normal spot 
to the right of the brake pedal. 
It has been moved to a spot 

Lining up the racers on the grid. Serious stuff! 

And they’re away. You wouldn't believe how 

much excitement it caused! Probably a few 

sheep stations changed hands here. 



below and between the other two pedals. Dave 
intends to put a bulge in the side of the body to 
make room for the throttle in the normal spot. 
There is a passenger seat where you could put a 
navigator but Dave reckons it is so crowded in 
there that he couldn’t drive properly with it oc-
cupied. This car has a racing logbook dating 
back to the 50’s but in the 90’s it received an 
engine upgrade to an Austin 8 which is 950cc. 
It is still a sidevalve engine with just 3 main 
bearings but the thermo siphon cooling has been 
changed to a pressure system with a Hillman 
Imp water pump. It still retains its 4 wheel cable 
operated brakes and although it does have a 
gearbox it is a mystery what it originally came 
from.  And as a demonstration of just how good 
this beaut little car goes, Dave took home a tro-
phy from Rejex that was almost as big as the 
car. 

 
 

Now here is a Mini with attitude. Two mates 
bought it on facebook and for a bit of fun reck-
oned they would build a burnout car around it. 
Armed with a tape measure and a 9 inch angle 
grinder they crammed a 5 litre injected V8 from 
a VP Commodore, into it. A turbo 700 auto 
connected it to a VP Commodore diff and there 
a bits from various cars hanging off it here and 
there. A Daewoo Metisse supplied the rear 
struts and a Subaru Brumby the front. Then a 
bunch of box section steel underneath gave the 
whole thing some stiffness and somewhere to 
weld brackets to.  And it took a grand total of 6 
weeks of evenings to build. The sad part is that 
it didn’t make a very good burnout car. It was 
all a bit hairy to control. So they tried it on the 



dragstrip and it worked quite well at 13 secs 
and 176 MPH on the quarter mile. It makes a 
good Rejex car for sure. And it sounds totally 
cool too! They had to change the rear tyres 
over halfway through the weekend. Funny 
bout that! 
 

And it has always been that cool cars always 

seem to have sweet ladies hanging around 

them This young lady had to have a ride in the 

Mini even if it meant getting in and out via the 

window. Life’s tough! 



Rejex has always been a family affair. 

The Hunt family filled up a substantial 

part of the field. 

The one that first caught my eye was a 
young bloke, Geoffrey Hunt,  driving a hot lookin’ EK 
Holden panel van. It was a hottie, powered by a  Commo-
dore V6, a present from his dad, also named 
Geoffrey Hunt. It wasn’t a birthday present ei-
ther, or a reward for a good report at school, no, 
the reason dad gave was son was starting to lean 
towards Fords. Dad arranged it and uncle 
Stephen  and young Geoffrey flew over east and 
drove it home. In Rejex Uncle Stephen was driv-
ing Geoffrey senior’s HK 186S Monaro. Geoff 
senior was driving his 308 V8 powered FJ panel-
van,  14 year old son Richard was driving the 
OKA and his sister Amie was driving her 1960 
Austin Healey Sprite. 

 

Only half the Hunt family here. Kylie (Mum) Jenni-

fer, Mikayla and Emily at the back. And Arrow the 

dog. The rest of them were all driving other cars.  

Above: Geoffrey junior with his hot V6 EK 

 

Left: Geoffrey senior with his hot V8 powered FJ 

 

Below: Richard chucking the OKA round the track. 



The Motor Vehicle Enthusiasts Club 

extends it’s thanks to 

Shannons Insurance 
For it’s continued support for the club 

Right into classic sports cars at a ten-

der age: Amie and her Austin Healy 

Sprite. 

Uncle Stephen  driving Geoffrey’s 

HK Monaro 

Below: Near Macdonald airstrip. 

This is what can happen to an old 

car if it doesn't get used regularly. 



Paymentmust be made by 19thNovember for catering purposes, 

we are limited to 50 peoplethis year. 

1. Place your payment in an envelope in the lectern at the Hangar 

with names of all attendees, or 

2. Pay online at Bendigo Bank BSB633000 ACC 142473552include 

name, number and XMAS,or  

3. Mail to PO box 911 Darwin 0801, include cheque & names 

BEFORE19 November 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLACE  NightcliffNightcliffNightcliffNightcliff    SportsSportsSportsSports    ClubClubClubClub 

TIME 7.00pm for 7.30 start  

COST  - members and guests $25.00 per head 

Children 16 and under  $12.50 

Children 10 and under  Free 

• Bring a small present for your child if you would like Santa to hand it out 

    KRIS KRINGLEKRIS KRINGLEKRIS KRINGLEKRIS KRINGLE     

To enterour MVEC Christmas Kris Kringle raffle, eachpersonwishing to take part is 

asked to bring a wrapped present up to $10.00 value to receive a ticket in the draw. 

Each person in the draw will receive a prize 



Free stuff 

Get your free ads in here.  

Give stuff away, sell stuff, get information, find a lover.  Got a 

story to tell? Whatever you like.  

Email Ted at longtelescope@gmail.com  

or phone 89886049 

Deadline...the end of the month 

WOTS ON THIS YEAR 
Not a whole lot. Better get into it quick. Come along and enjoy! 

On the 2nd Wed of every month there is a members meeting at the hangar 7.30 pm plus bbq beforehand. 
Also there is a working bee at the hangar the following Sunday. 
      
29 Nov          Christmas Dinner at Nightcliff Sports Club 
7 Dec  Bike Run from Caltex Berrimah 8.30 a.m. 
26 January 2015      Australia day Ute Run 
 
There is no monthly meeting or Transmission in January 

 
 

Arthur Davidson, of the Harley Davidson Motorcycle Corporation, died and went to heaven. At the 
gates, St. Peter told Arthur, "Since you've been such a good man and your motorcycles have changed the 
world, your reward is, you can hang out with anyone you want in Heaven." 
Arthur thought about it for a minute and then said, "I want to hang out with God". St. Peter took Arthur to the 
Throne Room, and introduced him to God. 
Arthur then asked God, "Hey, aren't you the inventor of woman?" 
God said, "Ah, yes." 
"Well," said Arthur, "professional to professional, you have some major design flaws in your invention: 
1. There's too much inconsistency in the front-end protrusion. 
2. It chatters constantly at high speeds. 
3. Most of the rear ends are too soft and wobble too much. 
4. The intake is placed way to close to the exhaust. 
5. The maintenance costs are outrageous." 
"Hmmmm, you may have some good points there," replied God, "hold on." God went to his Celestial super 
computer, typed in a few words and waited for the results. The computer printed out a slip of paper and God 
read it. 
Well, it may be true that my invention is flawed," God said to Arthur, "but according to these numbers, more 
men are riding my invention than yours. 
 

LATHE FOR SALE 

 
Acra Turn Type 1340G 
Single Phase & In Working Order 
$950 
Phone Arthur  
898 33588  
 
  


