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Long Iost relatlves

The Mary Rose has for many years looked lonely in the hangar surrounded by
a sea of internal combustion engined vehicles, as it had no brothers or sisters.
Recently it has come to light that Mary Rose does indeed have a sibling. The

sibling however is not really in pristine condition and resides on the opposite
side of the world.
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Mike White and his amazing collection Mike with the other 8HP Allchin traction engine.

This story starts many years ago when a Pommie fltsit needs a polish.

working in Australia for many years took several _ i _ .

steam traction engines back to England with him wia§f€ Picked us up from the train station in a genu-
he finally went home. One of these engines was an/Afi.unrestored Austin Cooper S. Great!

chin 8 NHP traction engine (The N stands for nominal
HP, different to the HP you are used to). This engine,
when it was built was similar to the Mary Rose, the
massive traction engine that resides in the old QAN-
TAS hangar which was, until the engine that this story
is about, surfaced, the only surviving example in the
world. There are heritage laws in Australia and to take
certain items out of the
country that are significa i =y
to our history, you need t
get a permit and if the ite
is fairly significant then
that permit may be de-
clined. The bloke that too
these engines back to E
land omitted to get the
necessary permission an
quietly smuggled the en-
gine out of the country.
The other engines were
subsequently restored a
used around the traps, b
the Allchin sat out in the
yard near London hidden
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under a tarp for 18 long
years before the owner =
decided that he was get-
ting on a bit in years and
di dndt have
left to fix it up. | probably
should mention that this
engine was not in all that
good condition when
smuggled into England. |
was seriously rusty and
was missing the engine
block and all the fittings
associated with it and aftg
the 18 years it also had a
tree growing out of it. So
the gent put it up for sale
Funnily enough no one
was interested in buying
It was seriously rusty, missing most of its mechan¥-ou don't have to |00k hard to find the rust.

cals and worst of all, if one went to all the trouble BElow: McLaren engine had been converted to a
fixing it up, and the Australian government found steam roller. Mike has converted it back. The whole
out about it, they could claim it back, and get it toftont is brand new. And it is even getting springs on
So there were no takers. No one was dumb enoutjte back where it was previously rigid.

to take on such a massive project that could be con-
fiscated by a foreign government when it was finishe
Not until Mike White stepped in to the story. He boug
the wreck, then amazed his associates by contacting
Australian government seeking permission to keep t "
engine in England. Due to the fact that it was in such
miserable condition and would probably be melted d
as scrap anyway, they obligingly granted him the re-
quired permit.

Mike now owned an Engine which was particularly ra
In the 50 odd years Allchin manufactured steam eng
they only made 220 of them and not many have su
7 HP examples are around, but 8 HP are very rare. §

email to our club enquiring if we did have one and cq " |
he have some photos if we do. Up until he got those
tos he had no idea what the engine block actually lod
like. -
| just happened to be dropping in to Merry England c

my way to the Isle of Man so | dropped in to say gdai
Mike and check out his shed. And it is some shed!

Hiring a car in Engl and
lia so we hopped on a train. Turned out to be one of |
Brunel 6s masterpieces, '
picked us up from the railway station, not in some cr¢
modern car, but a genuine Cooper S. Not restored, |
the real thing. And on the way through little villages
can see there are plenty of collectors of good stuff o
here. One place had vintage busses, double deckers
all, bulging out of every crevice in these medieval ad-

dresses. Another place had antique trucks. Pretty excit/ Natos the s : a0 fd=er
ing! Mike removed. ‘




Then we got to Mikes place. Once again in a typical
English address near a very historic village we pulle
at a large new looking shed. Stepping inside was o
those wow moments. This shed was very orderly a
full with steam engines wall to wall. Some in bits, so
raring to go and interspersed with other neat stuff. B
the first thing was the Allchin. There it was just insid
the door, and | have to admit it looks pretty sad. But
came to see the other work Mike has been up to | ci
see it is quite within his abilities to have it steaming
away sometime.

The desirability of a road locomotive over a steam rOIllE o
is due to that factor that has been marketed since theW manufactured parts waiting fitment.
beginning of time, the ability to go faster. A steam rdRgf0W: one of many patterns to be cast.
is good for around 6 MPH. A road locomotive will gg
you there at around 15 MPH, maybe even 20 if you
lucky. And the value of the road loco will be 10 time
that of the roller, so you can see the point in fixing u
down and out example. And we all like to own some
thing that is a bit out of the ordinary. There are only
8HP Allchin road locos in existence, and this is one
them. A friend had a 7 HP example that had been i
ported from Australia in 1973. It had a cracked engig
block and in the process of pulling it down for repair,
Mike was able to check out the internals to see how
all works. The plan was to upscale it all from 7 to 8
but now he has found that another example exists tt
challenge is to measure up the one on our side of trr
world and duplicate it. Just in case you were thinkin
that there might be some original drawings, unfortu-
nately that is not the case. No record exists anywhe!
these magnificent machines.

Mike is pleased to label himself a mad Englishman.
demonstrate the trouble he will go to there is a McL3
engine across the shed from the Allchin. Mike boug
in Italy and had it shipped home to England. Built in
England it was sent to Italy in 1909 and used for
ploughing, possibly for the Italian navy. There were
these built, one of which went to Australia but this is
only survivor amongst them. In 1920 they needed a
steam roller for making roads so they cut the forward .

part off and made a whole new front end and it becarft&/0W: Even a new tool box is cast.
a roller and weighed in at 23 tons. That made it the hin-
gest roller in the country, ever! In 1937 Mussolini ser

to Ethiopia still for making roads. It did make it back"
Italy but it languished until Mike bought it back to En
land. Then he decided to bring it back to the same s|
fication as when McLaren built it. That is to be a roac
locomotive. That involved once again, same as in Ita
building a whole new front, including the wheels and
axles, even the flue. But for this engine, the drawing:
have survived and all the parts are made exactly to t
original specs. The engine has been pulled down an

in the process of being rebuilt. The rear wheels had |
the spokes cut off by the Italians but incredibly he foL....

e . .
The new castings are then machined .




a pair in Patagonia of all places. They will hav
rubber tyres vulcanized to them. Mike points ¢
that this engine started its life as a road locomn
tive, and he is merely restoring it to its origina
state. Because a road locomotive is regardedj:
much more desirable than a steam roller, so
owners are doing the same conversion to ma#
chines that were born a roller. This practice i
frowned on by some as it is considered to be
tilating the vehicle to be something it was nev
intended to be.

In England these vehicles are allowed to tow g
trailers up to about 80 feet long and being a h#
toric vehicle the rego charge is nil. The Coope:
we arrived in also has no need of rego. And there are nc
shortage of steam events around UK during the summer
there are enough things on that you can attend a differ-
ent event every weekend. And some owners drive their
engines to the venues and this may mean travelling
through major cities. Mike tells me that one feller times
his travel so he travels all loaded up with trailers right
through the centre of London in the middle of the night
when the traffic is light. Incidentally Mike has a steam
powered 24 volt generator for the McLaren so it lights
up just for these situations.

Most of the engines here have come from lItaly, but oth- ,
ers are from all over including America and more thar] N€ €ngines
one from Australia. Incidentally one engine, a Claytor'avé come from
and Shuttleworth from Phillip Island, did have its origi@!l ©ver, some

nal drawings preserved. There is a whole truckload of€2dy t0 Use,
them, 30000 drawings in total. The plan is to scan thé¥fime need a lot..
all. And just about all these engines were bought fron?f WOrk. Some -~
just viewing photographs. are rollers, 3§
Although most of what is in here is powered by steantOMe traction

there are a couple of cars. Mike was browsing Ebay &i@ines and &=
time and pushed a wrong button and became the owR&Me stationary
of a Wolseley Hornet, which is really a Mini witha ~ €N9IN€S . A y
flash grille and fins at the back. So he put it on his mez- = AN O Ak
zanine floor where it looks good. The other car is a ré} Italian firm were agents for Aveling and Porter,
lica of the original Benz, the vehicle often referred tot8gy must have thought they were good as they
the original motor car. John Bentley was making theggoned them and sold them with the brand Breda in
replicas for museums until Mercedes Benz got word 1932.
of it. They then commissioned him to make 150 of
em for t BaniveraarydThey allovent to =
America. Mike used to collect Benz stationary en- 7\{ _ -
gines and was selling a vaporizer to another coIIeu\.-L-' e
This gent owned the second last of the replicas th ;

were built and somehow it changed hands. Origin
designed to run on ligroin, it runs on naptha now
according to Mike is quite easy to drive. There is
one operating lever as there is no throttle. The le
forward to go, middle for neutral and back for brak
Apart from steering that is it. It needs a push to g&
out the driveway but then chugs along no worries
with no throttle to worry about.




Stepping out into the yard there is heaps
more stuff and Mike had one of his lorrie
all loaded up. (they call trucks lorries ove
there) This lorry was a pretty unusual sig
for England, a massive Freightliner with
low loader behind. Engine is 19 Litres arfie
turbo blows at 18 psi. And its not speed |3
governed. Mike reckons it really hauls a
all loaded up with 2 engines on behind
loves to blast past the modern trucks at
mph late at night when coming home fro A
events and there i T AN e
would you drive a crappy modern Scani
when you can have
says with a lot of enthusiasm. Actually h
has 2 more American trucks. And they a
all different to drive, but the Freightliner |
the one with the power!

But on the back of the truck today is an-

other of Mikes Allchin engines. This one is The Benz. Generally accepted as the first car.
also a bit special. It is named Royal Chester sup-

posedly because it was restored especially for the
Royal Chester Show. It was the last engine ever to

come out of Allchins factory, but it is equally §
famous as the most modeled steam traction
gine ever. Check ouittp://
modelengineeringwebsite.com/
Allchin_Royal_Chester.htménd they are still _ S
selling plans for it. And Matchbox made a 5
model of it in their yesteryear range. And al-
though the engine looks all pretty its not just
looks. Mike gives it a hard time using it at tr
tor pulls and the likes. Driving it hard brings ¢
leaks in the boiler. He has actually replaced |\ \ /'
boiler and the gears so it can handle doing
wheelies at the tractor pulls. It also has rubb
tyres bolted to the steel wheels. The tread gi
it a lot more traction and it has not been unusual
for Royal Chester to tow really big and flash 20
ton showmans engines out of a bog when they get
a lot of rain at the rallies (this is England afte
all). The 1880 trailer is an ex haulage compge
trailer and in its heyday there were 5 trailers
tow. There is a crank sticking out the left side
under the tray. This is the brake. To put on tif
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off the engine and wind the handle then movesss
the next trailer and do the same and S0 0N 0
the line. Remember t
at 60mph.

Amongst the myriad of other engines aroung
the yard was the Zettelmeyer. No 71, making
the oldest example known worldwide. An en-
gine manufactured in Germany in 1914 and
used during the war it was sent to Sicily during
WW?2. After having survived 2 wars it was bought


http://modelengineeringwebsite.com/Allchin_Royal_Chester.html
http://modelengineeringwebsite.com/Allchin_Royal_Chester.html
http://modelengineeringwebsite.com/Allchin_Royal_Chester.html
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at auction after the war. Mike bought it off ~ To the left is the McLaren. All the forward black part of the
the gent that acquired it at auction. It was boiler is new, including the flue. Also the wheels and axle,
100% complete but he had to remove it from absolutely every thing up front has been made from scratch.
the blokes backyard by crane. It also had to 8 months work so far.

be craned over a bridge whose archwas abitTthat 6s t he Breda on the rig
low for the loaded truck. Cleaning it up they Note the Wolseley Hornet on the mezzanine.

found a tin mug with Polish writing

on it. It is thought that this cup

probably belonged to a Polish POW

who was operating the engine.

Next was the shed with the bar. This

one was more along the lines you

would expect in a medieval village.

But apart from the bar the shed was

chock a block full of treasures large

and small. Steam engines as you

would expect as well as stationary

engines, a car in a box, a single cyl-

inder tractor and things you never

even knew existed.

| could have spent days here and still

not have seen everything, but on the

way back to London was Isambard

Brunel s magni ficent ship, SS Great

Britain. And Mike had to drive that

neat truck with the load of steam engine up

back, to set up for next weekendbés steam

rally.

Mike needs 3 Yank trucks to haul his engines

from show to show. AWhy would you drive a
crappy Scania when you can have one of

theseo



