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In the historic suburb of Guildford, WA, out back
of a beautiful restored historic house there is a
beaut shed chock full of historic vehicles and other

If you find you need more
information about this
club or just can’t wait to
join ring Peet Menzies on
0417855222.
GPO Box 911 Darwin 0801
In Katherine call 89710605 .
Newsletter enquiries to Ted
longtelescope@gmail.com

good stuff. Which one to put on the front page has
been a stressful job but here it is. The 1952 Ford Victoria.

That generator is actually an alternator.
Everything else is as it came off the production line.

This is the home of Geoff and Maggie Logue. The house is worthy of a story but this column is generally reserved for things mechanical. The Ford Victoria has its roots in Geoff's youth where
he was an apprentice working on them, so he knew what makes
them tick intimately. Years ago an acquaintance advised him that
the vehicle was being held by customs and been sitting around for
four or five years. Geoff made enquiries via a customs agent and
was told it was for sale for $10000. When he baulked at the price
(it wasn't even a complete car) he was
asked to make an offer. After his offer
of $1000 was refused he eventually
ended up with the car for $3000. The
bloke that had attempted to import the
car, even though he was a licensed
motor vehicle dealer, ended up with
no money for it. It was unclear why
the government had seized it but it
may have been drugs or firearms. At
this stage the Victoria was left hand
drive but Geoff owned a Ford Customline at the time and used bits off it
to convert the Victoria to right hand
drive. The similarity to a Customline
is obvious but I have always been curious as to what the actual difference

really is. Not a lot. It’s two inches lower and the
Victoria is a coupe. Geoff has restored it to be totally
original, almost….. It runs an alternator instead of a
generator but even the pickiest of picky persons
would be good to pick it. The alternator is housed
inside what looks like the original generator. You
would be hard pressed to pick the difference.
And the Victoria had been idle for a long time when
I spied it. But Geoff , like any car enthusiast couldn't
resist firing it up when he saw there was someone
present who would appreciate it. It didn't disappoint. It burst into life after only a couple of seconds of cranking and straight away settled into the
lovely smooth and quiet idle that only these Ford
sidevalve V8 engines can . No wonder I chose the
Victoria for the front page!
But this wasn't the only restoration Geoff has involved himself in, he has done 11 to date. The Victoria lives underneath the raised platform of a car
hoist. Sitting up on the platform is a Morris Minor.
He bought that 35 years ago for his daughter who
was sweet sixteen at the time. It got the usual treatment of doing the motor up and replacing the gearbox bearings. It also received a brake booster. When
Right: It’s a shoehorn fit to get all these goodies into
the shed. That’s the Morrie on top, Victoria underneath and the 350 Beezer up front.
Below: 1915 Ford was saved by having the roof collapse on it.

Geoff originally went to see the Morris and
walked around it to check it over, there,
parked behind it was a 1938 350CC M23
BSA motorbike. “Forget the car , I’ll take the
bike” he exclaimed. Actually he bought them
both. The Beezer is totally complete and totally original. The bloke he bought it off was
the original owner. He bought it brand new in
1938, then joined the army to go away to war.
After he returned in 1946 he managed to get
stuck in some tram tracks and crashed. I suppose if you have survived fighting in a war,
crashing your motorbike might prompt
thoughts about survival. Anyhow he never
rode the bike again, it just sat in the shed till
Geoff bought it.
Upholstery is by Maggie. That white dial on the floor is the
But the really feel good story in this shed is
speedo, its from 1912. The original had a rotating head that
that of the 1915 Model T. Many years ago
was impossible to read at such a distance
someone offered him a model T but life was
pretty busy at the time and he turned the offer
down. Maybe that thought festered in the back of his
mind but years later a roo shooter told him of some
model T’s rotting away in the bush at the Murchison
Goldfields far to the North of Perth.. This time Geoff followed the lead. It seems an old miner had died 20 or 30
years before and his camp had just slowly rotted away.
All the gear out in the weather was of no use but there
had been a bough shed and it had collapsed on top of the
model T and rather than destroying, it had preserved it.
The front guards were a mess but the doors were rust free
as was just about all of the rest of the car. He couldn't
buy it off the dead fellow but compensated the roo
Geoff came across an elderly gent at the Hershey
shooter.
swap meet in America. He was an instrument maker
That happened in 1966. it took a few years to get things from the old days and had a mob of old gauges. His
shipshape but at about 6 or 7 years there was a rally com- wife ordered him to get rid of them. When Geoff
ing up heading to Geraldton, his old hometown. He defound him there were 3 left.
cided to make the effort, get it finished and drive it to
Geraldton. One of his biggest challenges was to round
up all the bits he had lent to friends. Over those years,
others that were working on model T’s had borrowed
various items like the front axle, or the diff so they could
get their cars mobile. After all Geoff's car wasn't going
anywhere in a hurry. One of those persons moved interstate with his horn button. He never did get it back. To
get a wheel back he had to personally go to someone's
shed and remove it from the someone's car. The someone
seemed taken aback that Geoff would do such a thing,
after all now his car was immobile!
On a better note another friend supplied him with a genu- Kerosene tail light has a wire going to it. Has a
ine old (not a reproduction) 2 speed Ruckstell diff as pay- LED in it.
ment for a favour. Great!
And Maggie went to Tech to learn the gentle art of upholstery so she
could do the
Genuine Ruckstell diff .
trimming.
Nameplate proudly states “4 speeds for Fords” These diffs
were the only accessory that Henry Ford approved .

2015 Shannon’s Motorcycle Extravaganza
By our on the spot reporter
Peter Grice.
On the 15th February, around 20 of the
MVEC’s Motorcycle Owners
entered their bikes into the
2015 Shannon’s Motorcycle
Extravaganza that was held
at the Foskey Pavilion in
Darwin. The event was held
to help raise funds for the
Leukaemia Foundation that
does great work for those
suffering from all forms of
Blood Cancer.
As of Tuesday the 10th February, things were not looking to good as we had only
50 bikes entered in the show. We were starting to
become concerned on how we were going to fill the
Foskey Pavilion, let alone make any money for the
Leukaemia Foundation. A couple of reminders
stirred the pot across the four clubs officially participating and by 5:00pm Thursday 12th we had 140
entries.

Part of the display in the hall.

So Saturday morning was spent madly setting out
chalk lines on the floor, setting up BBQ’s and then
at around 11:00 the bikes
started to arrive. By
around 5:00pm we had
nearly 150 bikes and
were struggling to fit
them all in. Back into it at
8:30 on Sunday morning
and they are still rolling in
the door and by 9:30
there are more than 160
of the best bikes in the
NT, shined, presented
and each one tagged
with its details to educate
the luddites.
As they say in the movies “If you build it they
will come” and come they
did, with over one and a
half thousand people through the door between
9:00 and 3:30 pm. Six and a half hours of motorcycle heaven, not to forget the noise when they managed to empty those 160 bikes from the
facility in less than 30 minutes.

It seems that some blokes don't only come for the
motorbikes.
Photo via Peter Grice

So it’s with great pleasure that I get to tell you that
we raised in excess of $15,000 for the Leukaemia
Foundation. A great event with a great outcome.
Add to that we had seven of our MVEC club
members pick up trophies on the day for, Best
American, Best British 1st & 2nd, Best European
1st, Best Japanese 1st & 2nd and Best Other 1st.
Congratulations to Dick Grills, Gordon MacDonald, Dean Gardiner, Allan Holland, Tony
Sjorgen, Grant Hamon and yours truly.
To all of our members who helped set up, those
who helped other blokes get their bikes to the
site, those that entered multiple bikes and to all of
those that attended, a
huge thank you. The
effort was well worth it
and there is already talk
British
European
of another show next
year. The complete re1st
1st
sults are in the table be# 17
# 38
low along with a few pictures taken by the
Gordon McDonald
Alan Holland
Shannon’s Team. I have
Triumph
1984 Ducati 900SS
to say that these pictures do not do the
2nd
2nd
event justice, not be# 18
# 39
cause they are bad, but
because there is not
Dean Gardner
Murray Hall
enough room to show
you all of the bikes on
1968 Norton Cammando 2000 Bimota SBRG
display in detail. Next
show we will be better
prepared.

JUDGING SHEET - 2015
American

Japanese

1st

1st

#45

# 88

Dick Grylls

Tony Sjorgen

1927 Indian

1981 Suzuki
Katana

2nd

2nd

# 48

# 84

Keith Hauser

Grant Hamon

1955 Harley
Davidson

1977 Kawasaki
Z1000

Other/Custom

Modified

Race

Scooter

1st

1st

1st

1st

# 131

# 59

# 150

Neil Ingram

Ken Smith
2004 Harley
Davidson

Josh Shuitt

Mel Griffith

1981 BMW R100

1976 Vespa

2009 Matrix Custom

Salt Lake Racer

2nd

2nd

2nd

Rat

# 107

# 136

# 148

# 23

Peter Grice

Scott Dowington

John Ilko

Miljan Ilic

1976 Yamaha
XS650B

2011 Harley
Wideglide

1994 Suzuki
RGV250

1982 Triumph
Tiger

Peoples Choice

# 59 Ken Smith 2004 Harley Davidson

QANTAS Hangar
Caltex Berrimah to
Daily River & return

Saturday, 25th April

Saturday 17th May

Sunday, June 07, 2015

Sunday, July 05, 2015

Sunday, August 02, 2015

Sunday, September 06, 2015

Sunday, October 04, 2015

Sunday, November 01, 2015

Overnighter

Afternoon
Highway Blast

Afternoon
Highway Blast

Mandorah Run

Morning Highway
Blast

Morning Highway
Blast

Morning Highway
Blast

Ulysses Toy Run
Morning Highway
Blast

The Cool Spot

Sunday, April 05, 2015

Caltex Berrimah

Caltex Berrimah

Saturday, December 05, 2015

Sunday, December 06, 2015

Caltex Berrimah

Caltex Berrimah

Caltex Berrimah

Caltex Berrimah

Caltex Berrimah

Caltex Berrimah to
Darwin River Dam

Depart From

Date

Type
Morning City Lap Slow Cruise
ANZAC Day

8:30am

3:30

8:30am

8:30am

8:30am

8:30

3:00pm

3:00pm

10:00am

9:00

8:30am

Departure Time

Stuart Highway South to Coolalinga, Girraween Road then right onto
Anglesea Road, Left at Pioneer Drive, next right Produce Road, Left on
the Arnhem Highway then right onto Zamia Road, Right at Strangways,
Left at Krichauff Rd and onto Redcliffe Road, Right at Elizabeth Valley
Road. Right at the Stuart Highway and stop at the Noonamah Pub.
Darwin River Dam, via Litchfield Pub if it's open, back to Finns Road,
Channel Island Power Station, then back to the Cool Spot in town for a
cold drink.
Berrimah Road, Wishart Road, Kirkland Drive, Elrundie Avenue,
Channel Island Road, Jenkins Road, Finns Road, Middle Arm Road, Cox
Peninsula Road, left at Stuart Highway, Humpty Doo Pub. North on
Stuart Highway, right at Tulagi Road, into Thorngate, Left at Campbell
Road, left at Stevens road and Right at McMillans Road.
Casuarina Plaza Car park, 4:00 Departure for City & Darwin North RSL
A quick run out to Noonamah Pub, Cox Peninsula road, Finns road and
back to Palmerston. Weather dependant.

Overnighter to Daily River - Details to be confirmed
Stuart Highway South through Noonamah right onto Cox Peninsula
Road, left onto Darwin River road to the Dam. Back to Litchfield Pub
for a drink then back to Cox Peninsula Road then Left onto Finn Road,
Right onto Channel Island Road and back to Palmerston. Left at the
roundabout then Wishart and Berrimah and Tiger Brennan Drive
home.
Stuart Highway South to Coolalinga, Girraween Road then right onto
Anglesea Road, Left at Pioneer Drive, next right Produce Road, Left on
the Arnhem Highway then right onto Zamia Road, Right at Strangways,
Left at Krichauff Rd and onto Redcliffe Road, Right at Elizabeth Valley
Road. Right at the Stuart Highway and stop at the Noonamah Pub.
Right on the Stuart Highway then slowly home.
Stuart Highway to Cox Peninsula Road, Mandorah, Home via Finns
Road, left at Jenkins, right at Channel Island road, and home.

Route to be confirmed, finishing at the Boatshed at Cullen Bay.
Open Day at Club

Destination

Motor Vehicle Enthusiasts Club Motorcycle Run Schedule for 2015. The First Sunday of the
Month - Times depend on the Season

For Sale:

Free stuff
Get your free ads in here.

5 x Toyota Landcruiser (standard size six stud) rims
and tyres - $200

Give stuff away, sell stuff, get information, find a lover. Got a

1 x Tradesman canopy to suit a 6x4 box trailer - $250

Email Ted at longtelescope@gmail.com

story to tell? Whatever you like.

or phone 89886049
Deadline...the end of the month

Contact Stephen on 0477333129

Discounted oil

Help wanted

Kim Benton, the manager of ECL Mobil in Darwin is
also an MVEC member and is offering all MVEC
members 15% discount on all Mobil products. That
includes coolants too.
Just produce your MVEC membership card.
The address is
6 Strath Rd
Berrimah
ph 8947 1198

Open cockpit day at the Aviation Heritage Centre
this year is on 3rd May the long weekend from
9.00am to around 2.00pm; we need people to help
with the sausage sizzle contact Peet on 0417 855
222 or email hmenzies@ozemail.com.au if you
can help. Proceeds are donated to Legacy.
The MVEC NT Model A Ford group are holding
their regular Harvey Norman Sausage sizzle
fundraiser on 18th April any help is always welome.

Need some light reading?
Every newsletter since July 2006 is now on the net.
Check em out at mvec.weebly.com

80th Anniversary Souvenir Booklets
80th birthday souvenir magazines now available at
Hangar for donation of $5 ring Hangar (08)
89420758 to reserve your copy.

Fancy reading about your own car in the paper?

Bike rego inspections

Damien McCartney from the NT news is interested in
doing a piece on your pride and joy, for more information contact him on 0447 552 467 if you are interested

Ed Cassidy, who is the proprietor of Action Automotive (8985 3850) at 297 Bagot Road, Coconut
Grove near Jay Car, has offered to do Bike inspections whilst you wait rather than having to make
appointments .

The Motor Vehicle Enthusiasts Club
extends it’s thanks to

Shannons Insurance
For it’s continued support for the club

For our Citroen owners. Enjoy!

WOTS ON
Heaps. Come along and enjoy!
On the 2nd Wed of every month there is a members meeting at the hangar 7.30 pm plus bbq beforehand.
Also there is a working bee at the hangar the following Sunday.
3rd May Sun. Open cockpit day at Aviation museum. MVEC will be running a sausage sizzle,
proceeds of which are donated to Legacy. Helpers are needed. Plse contact Peet 0417855222 if
you can help.
4th July Sat nite. Gangsters Ball at Berry Springs. Get dressed up and have a ripper night. Dancing. RnR.
5th July Sun. Cricket match MVEC vs Holden club at Batchelor.
19th July Sun Darwin to the Doo. Car show and swap meet at Humpty Doo

Space filler (stuff on the net)

The roaring season
If you grew up in the days when the big race at Bathurst
was for production cars only you probably would enjoy a
photo collection you can see at a website called The Roaring Season. There is all kinds of stuff there but the bit that
interested me is from 1964. It shows the days when you
could see your everyday cars out on the track, stuff like
Hillman Imps and Citroens, not to mention EH Holdens
and S series Valiants. Check it out at
http://www.theroaringseason.com/showthread.php?1325-Bathurst-1964

With a very seductive voice the woman asked her husband, "Have you ever seen Twenty Dollars all crumpled up?"
"No," said her husband.
She gave him a sexy little smile, unbuttoned the top 3 or 4 buttons of her blouse, and slowly reached down
into the cleavage created by a soft, silky push-up bra, and pulled out a crumpled Twenty Dollar bill.
He took the crumpled Twenty Dollar bill from her and smiled approvingly.
She then asked him, "Have you ever seen Fifty Dollars all crumpled up?
"Uh... no, I haven't," he said, with an anxious tone in his voice.
She gave him another sexy little smile, pulled up her skirt, and seductively reached into her tight, sheer panties... and pulled out a crumpled Fifty Dollar bill.
He took the crumpled Fifty Dollar bill, and started breathing a little quicker with anticipation.
"Now," she said, "have you ever seen $50,000 Dollars all crumpled up?"
"No!" he said, while obviously becoming even more aroused and excited, .....
"Check the garage."

