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Despite the high cost of living these days, it still remains popular. 

Keeping it in the family 

Graham Corell’s Dad bought this  truck brand new in 1950.  Its been around a bit since then but it is right  

back on the same farm and in the same family as it started. 



Graham Corell’s Dad was in the market for a new 5 ton truck back 

in 1950. Equipment was still in short supply after the war and to 

make it worse, what stuff was available was offered to returned ser-

vicemen first. Joe average got what was left. Grahams Dad was the 

only one of the tribe to not go to the war. As the oldest son he was 

nominated to look after the family farm. He couldn't get a 5 tonner 

so the 5 ton truck became a 30cwt Morris Commercial towing a 

trailer. It was used especially for carting grain. That is bags of grain 

in wheat bags. 

Move forward five  years and someone must have figured out that it 

was hard yakka  humping bags of wheat and came up with this 

magic new idea of storing it in a big container called a silo. But to 

get the grain to the silo, the tray top truck was not the way to go. 

You needed a tipper to use this new technology. In 1956 the Morris 

became redundant and was replaced with a 

shiny new Dodge tip truck and at 5 tons was 

the size that Dad was after in the first place. 

Graham was five at the time and remembers 

the Morris as his Dad sold it. It didn't imme-

diately vanish from the area as the bloke 

down the road, one Bert Modra, bought it. 

He had it until his death when it was sold to 

another in the district, Neville Millard but he 

eventually moved to Esperance in WA. But 

before he left he did the right thing by hav-

ing a clearing sale and it almost came right 

back home as the next door neighbour, Ron 

Modra bought it. It was about here that  the 

thought occurred to Graham,  that it would 

Graham with  the Morris. Built in 

1949 but sold and  first delivered in 

1950. Its as close to brand  new con-

dition as you can get. 

 

 

 

 

Paskeville? Rural South Australia. 



be good to get the truck back again 

someday. Unfortunately Bob sold up in 

1988 and he lost track of it. 

But maybe 10 years later around '98 he 

crossed paths with the old neighbour 

and asked him if he knew what had 

happened to the red truck. With a cou-

ple of lucky coincidences involving 

daughters living in faraway towns he 

found that it had sat under a tree in Mt 

Barker for several years until it headed 

to Melbourne to be hot rodded. The 

lucky break was the hot rodder was a 

friend of one of the daughters and they 

still kept in touch. Graham asked that 

he be let know if the truck ever came 

up for sale. And just 6 months later he 

received a phone call to inform him 

that the wife of the hot rodder was hav-

ing a baby and she was cranky at 

hubby for squandering cash on the ve-

hicle and either it or she had to go. 

Well the truck went and Graham 

headed to Melbourne to see how it had 

fared under the hands of the hot rodder, 

and , surprise! It hadn't been rodded at 

all! The tray was off and rotten but all 

the steel brackets were safe in a bucket 

and there was at least one of the chassis 

rails intact plus enough of the side rails 

to be able to make perfect replicas. The 

guards were off and had the paint 

sanded back and the cab had had a 

rough job of restoration. And the en-

gine and mechanicals hadn't been 

touched. So he loaded it his truck and 

took it home and started fixing..... 

Its debut was in 2001 at the Cornish fes-

tival around Moonta in SA where it 

won the prize for the best commercial. 

Grahams Dad was in a nursing home at 

the age of 87 at the time and when he 

saw the Morris he had tears in his eyes. 

He died a couple of months later.  But 

the restoration process didn't end there. 

The motor was pulled down and recon-

ditioned, but one thing that was a bit 

nifty came about because the son of the 

feller that sold the truck to Dad in the 

first place was still living and back in 

the days he kept a ledger recording 

what was sold to whom and it recorded 

stuff like the make and engine number 

Who needs indicators when you have a mechanical hand! 

The interior is just as spotless as the rest. 

 

The steel brackets are all original. They were found safely stored in 

a bucket by the hot rodder. 



and more importantly for this story, the registration 

number. In this case it was 276704 and a call to the 

rego authority found that the number was not cur-

rently in use and by forking out $800 it was his to 

use for a while. The catch is if you die the number 

reverts to the government unless it is specifically 

mentioned in your will. The number is left to Gra-

hams daughter in his will. 

There are sides to fit in these 

brackets. Graham has those 

too. The grooves along the side 

rails are an exact copy of the 

originals. 

The name of the bloke that built the rep-

lica tray. And it is an exact facsimile. 

Note the original numberplate too. 

And Graham has the trailer that attaches 

to that towbar. 

 

Perhaps the tiedowns don't quite match 

but its better than losing your bales. 

This is not a photo of Gra-

ham‟s actual truck but this 

is really what it was all 

about even to the correct 

trailer on the back. Truck 

chock full of wheat bags, 

bloke on the truck puts 

them on the conveyor, 

Bloke on the stack catches 

it on his shoulder and 

walks it to the spot where it 

is needed to build the 

stack. Genuine hard yakka! 



The green machine is a LC3 Morris. It is basically 

the same vehicle as the red truck but with a ute 

body and the same 30 cwt payload.  Has 16” 

wheels instead of 20”. As a young bloke Graham 

saw one of these utes when a team of shed build-

ers were doing some constructions on  the farm 

for his Dad. They were so unusual that he  hadn't 

seen another one for 50 years and decided it 

would be good to have one. The search began but 

with no luck, so he approached the Morris register 

to see if they might know the whereabouts of one 

for sale. They came up with one at Lobethal that 

had been started on as a hotrod but they hadn't got 

all that far. They had spent $1000 doing up the 

brakes and then lost interest. They offered the ve-

hicle for the price they had spent on the brakes. 

Graham brought it home and found that it was a 

goer. The engine ran fine but  things didn't happen 

all that quickly as 2 years later he found another 

one at Moonta Bay. This one was more complete 

than the first. The cab was better and the ute body 

was good enough to be able to copy.  So he built 

one ute out of 2. Most of the one you see here is 

from the second vehicle but naturally the brakes 

came from the first.  

Timber work in the ute is second to none! 

The ute body is over a  timber frame. 



You expect a flash ute to have shiny hubcaps but this one goes one step further. It has a gold plated petrol 

cap. The reason is so that it  you don't have to polish it. Gold doesn't tarnish! 

Under the bonnet, in the cab, its all as new! 

Model F Fordson tractor  came from a Ford 

dealer at Bute, not all that far away. The 

owner was doing up this tractor as a display 

but the motor was crook. Graham‟s Dad 

had an old header that was out in the 

weather doing nothing and it had a Fordson 

engine so he gave the Ford bloke the engine 

to get the tractor going. Years later the Ford 

dealership closed and all the gear was put 

up for sale. And because of the connection 

with the engine Graham decided he should 

have that tractor. So he bought the engine 

back that his Dad had donated  in the first 

place.  

There is some work going 

on with the radiator at 

the moment. You can see 

there is no problem with 

radiator hoses. The ra-

diator bolts straight to 

the engine. 



Graham has 2 Rileys This one came from Geraldton in WA  

He has snaffled the best bits of both of them to  make this one 

very nice. But there are plans to do the other one up too. 

From 1937 these cars had cross flow and hemi head. 

 

 

 

The Daimler came into the family just like it is. It had had a 

no holds barred restoration  and looks as good as its possible 

to look. Daimler is basically an upmarket Jaguar with a V8 

engine. As far as I can see the V8 is easier to work on as it is 

a lot shorter engine that the Jag 6 cylinder variety. 



Reading car magazines can we risky especially 

when you have a birthday coming up.  Graham 

found this 1927 Cadillac Coupe in Just Cars  

magazine. Well, with his 65th birthday coming up 

he bought himself a present.  A pretty nifty pre-

sent too, a 1927 Cadillac Coupe. Just lovely too, 

nothing to fix, just enjoy. 

It had come into the country back in the days  for 

a NSW grazier, but during the war found itself 

used as a tow truck. Before it came into Grahams 

hands it had had a body off restoration. It’s just 

lovely. 

The one problem he has had was a rock through a 

headlight from a passing truck. A nice round hole. 

It was quite a task to find a replacement which 

was quite yellow and then to get it refurbished. Is 

all good now, you couldn't tell it wasn't new. 



Check out this  Toyota Corolla I came across in the Barossa Valley in SA last year.  Fair dinkum it was 

like he was in a time bubble of 1967 and he had just gone out for a Sunday drive like you used to do back 

in those days.  

When I spied the car pull up outside a bakery I just had to wait until the owner came out. He explained it 

all to me. 

He had spied the car sitting unused in a shed along the River Murray someplace. It belonged to an old lady 

and was a second car, thus had only travelled 50000 miles. She had handed in her licence. Her husband 

drove an old V8 Falcon, but he was not ready to give up driving yet and although all the younger members 

of the extended family were dreaming about getting their hands on Grandpa’s old Falcon, none of them 

were interested in Grandma’s old Corolla. She was happy to sell it as long as bloke promised to not modify 

it, and maintain it as it is. Bloke did as agreed but went one step further. He collected a mob of stuff from 

around the era and even went to the trouble of  having a period rego label made and other stickers and 

transfers to suit. The end result is just terrific. 

Look closely... It says”Corona” on the esky! 

 





An innovative young bloke. 

In the early 1970s when I was about 13 years old, I could not wait to drive and work on cars. I persuaded my 

Dad to teach me to drive my Mom's 1966 Mustang, and I was very eager to work on that car. One day when 

my parents were not home, I decided to change the oil and filter by myself. All went smoothly until it came 

time to add the new oil. The Mustang had a 289 V-8 and I could not find where to add the oil! 

I looked everywhere and was stumped! I knew that I could call and ask the local Gulf station where my par-

ents had their cars serviced, but I was too embarrassed and proud to do that! So I used common sense and 

rigged up a funnel and a piece of vinyl aquarium air line tubing and slowly, and I do mean very, very slowly, 

added the new oil via the dipstick hole! Shortly thereafter, I learned that you add oil to a 289 by removing 

the valve cover breather and pouring it into that hole. I wish I had known that then, but I still laugh when I 

think of how I solved the problem! 

 

Mike in Pennsylvania 

Vacuum operated fuel pumps 

 

Supposing you are one of those that have been puzzled as to how the  old type of vacuum operated fuel pumps 

actually work, here is a quite simple explanation of it all. If you need a more in depth explanation  check out 

the manufacturers handbook at http://hudsonterraplane.com/tech/1927/StewartWarnerVacuumTank2-11-

27.pdf 

 

This document will explain that if you are having problems it is unlikely to be caused by the fuel pump and  

that you should look elsewhere for the cause of your problems. It also explains that if desperation has over-

come you, how to pull it to bits and put it back together again. 

 

http://hudsonterraplane.com/tech/1927/StewartWarnerVacuumTank2-11-27.pdf
http://hudsonterraplane.com/tech/1927/StewartWarnerVacuumTank2-11-27.pdf


Extract from ‘The Mail’ Saturday 10 July 1926 

Australia‟s First Motor Car – Mannum Manufacturer‟s Invention 

Well known in South Australia as a manufacturer of farm implements, Mr David Shearer, of Mannum, 
River Murray, can claim to be Australia‟s first inventor of a motor car. 

In the early nineties he designed and built a power-propelled vehicle, which, a few years later astonished 
all Adelaide as it chugged its way through the streets at 15 miles an hour.  Special permission from the 
Mayor had to be obtained before the car could be driven through the streets. 

Designed 10 years before Henry Ford‟s first models, little is known today of the South Australian‟s inven-
tion, but farmers who lived a quarter of a 
century ago in and around Mannum re-
member how Mr Shearer worked day 
and night on his „automobile‟ and they 
relate today to the younger generation 
how Mannum might have been the De-
troit of Australia. 

England‟s first car, which made its ap-
pearance two years after Mr Shearer‟s 
had a speed of 10 to 12 miles an hour, 
while the South Australian car actually 
travelled at 15 miles an hour. 

In 1900, several years after the car had 
been running in and around Mannum, it 
was driven to Adelaide and exhibited in 
the Chamber of Manufactures Exhibition.  It careered around the city terraces at 15 miles an hour, by 
special permission of the Mayor, “but” says Mr Shearer, “the horses were not used to it and much profan-
ity was directed at my head by the drivers of horse drawn vehicles”. 

After demonstrating to the farmers of his time that the horseless carriage was a possibility, Mr Shearer 
did not persist in his experiment and turned his attention to the manufacture of harvesters, strippers, har-
rows and ploughs, thus Australia was probably deprived of the all Australia motor car. 

Something else to check out on the net is this blokes museum in 

the states. This particular car looks like your run of the mill 49 

Mercury, but if you look a bit closer the badge on the bonnet 

says “DWARF’. The car is a miniature. It runs a Starlet motor. 

Entirely hand made too. And the bloke has built a shed full of 

small cars. Worth a look at 

 https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=189326949463721 

 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=189326949463721


Well at the bottom there it states “from 

the Veteran Car in South Australia”. I 

pinched it from the Western Australian 

mob. Maybe thanks to both of em for 

spreading it around.  



Remember the days when we had open speed limits here in the Territory? Life was pretty cruisy. But spare 

a thought for those unfortunates that lived in WA back in the olden days. Here is a page from their statute 

books... 



Stuff on the net 

 

I often hear people describing some modern drivers as morons and suggesting others found 

their licence in a cornflakes packet.  Well these statements are probably true but  this link is 

to an article that shows that in the motor crash department things haven't changed a lot in 

100 years. 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2154369/Crash-bang-wallop-Fascinating-photos-

capture-thrills--spills-golden-age-American-motoring.html 

 

 

Taken in 1934, this photograph shows a truck 

balancing on a bridge in Dorchester by just one 

wheel. Workers from the Walter Baker & Co 

chocolate factory rushed out of the building in 

the background to watch  

Maybe something a big more gentle appeals to you.  Here is a link to some info about the Baker electric car.  

Toyota and Tesla seem to think they have come up with a new idea in cars powered with batteries but they 

have been around for a lot longer than many think. This is a pretty neat little car too! 

 

https://www.uniquecarsandparts.com.au/

lost_marques_baker 

 

And Jay Leno has one. This interview rabbits along 

for a few minutes before it gets to the Baker, but it’s 

worth  watching right through. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OhnjMdzGusc 

 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2154369/Crash-bang-wallop-Fascinating-photos-capture-thrills--spills-golden-age-American-motoring.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2154369/Crash-bang-wallop-Fascinating-photos-capture-thrills--spills-golden-age-American-motoring.html
https://www.uniquecarsandparts.com.au/lost_marques_baker
https://www.uniquecarsandparts.com.au/lost_marques_baker
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OhnjMdzGusc


Free stuff 

 

Get your free ads in here 

Give stuff away, sell stuff, get information, find 

a lover. Got a story to sell? Whatever you like. 

Email Ted at longtelescope@gmail.com 

Or phone 89886049 

 

Deadline…. The end of the month. 

Previous editions 

All previous editions of Transmission are now 

available at mvec.weebly.com 

Need to get some bits chromed on your old car? 
 

I sent mine to Early Plastic Chroming in Vic. 

The best I can say is to advise you to send your 

parts someplace else. 

Sankey wheels 

 

21inch 5 stud. Wanted one or more. 

 

Alan 0428672157 

 1981 Moke Californian 998 cc   

 

Galvanised body 

4 Seater (has 4 seat compliance plate) 

Power assisted brakes 

Disc front - Drum rear 

Powder coated Sunrasia wheels 

Powder coated bull bar and roll bar 

Tidy body but could use a respray 

Drop down hood 

$21000 

 Patricia or Ian  0434 94 7253 ipjlea@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

XS650 YAMAHAS 
1974 Yamaha XS (TX650A)     

David Bird hard tail conversion kit from the USA, profes-

sionally installed in 2013 

 

1975 Yamaha XS650B 
American import (arrived in Australia 2011 from 

Michigan) 

All original paintwork and components 
 

Boxes of new and used parts. 

Spare panels, fuel tank (and sides) 

The rear end of the Bobber (includes guard, chin guard, 

brake light, indicators etc) 

Standard exhaust Mufflers in excellent condition 

Set of performance carburettors. 

 

$15,200 for both including stacks of spare parts 

Contact 0401117977 

mailto:mailto:longtelescope@gmail.com
mvec.weebly.com


1963 Falcon Futura 

The prettiest Falcon they ever made. 

89000 miles. 

Unrestored and in original lovely condi-

tion. Very driveable. Airconditioned. 

This was the upmarket model of the day 

and is dripping with chrome inside and 

out. Comes with the original wheels and 

covers. 

 

$40000 or offers 

Ted 89886049 

Jowett Javelin Deluxe 1949 

Good condition, good leather upholstery, roadworthy and registered.     

 

Spares  with the car. 

Radiator is 2 cored,  (1 core not enough when heat is on). 

Brakes overhauled 

Starter motor out and looked at,  then rein-

stalled. 

All auto electrics working. 

Both manuals and spare parts book  

A very helpful Jowett club down south. 

A chance to own something a bit different. 

$6500 

 

Terry 0418829366 









In memory of LES  Wilson. This article appeared in Transmission in 2007. 

 

Trucks Trucks & more Trucks 

Most of us motoring enthusiasts seem to associate with collections of cars. Recently there was a Sunday 

brunch organised to coincide with a visit to Les Wilson’s to check out his truck collection. To me this sounded 

like something a bit different and I looked forward to the visit. Unfortunately circumstances prevented it from 

happening so I found a different reason to visit Les but I soon realised the scope of his collection means this 

report is just an introduction and there will be a more in depth one at a later date. 

I was steered in the direction of Les Wilson as I recently acquired a 1928 Dodge Standard 6 sedan and it just 

happened that Les had the remains of one he  wanted to get rid of. I Realised that when parts  are available for 

these old cars you should never pass up an opportunity so I rolled into Les’ driveway....Straight away I knew I 

was in friendly territory as there was a large trailer loaded with all sorts of good stuff, all from seriously vin-

tage cars. Just behind that were a couple of old trucks silently resting in the shade of a tree. I hadn’t reached 

the gate yet! Beyond the gate was an 

avenue of rusty relics with a blitz truck 

guarding them. In amongst them was 

the reason for my visit, the 28 Dodge. 

Les explained that this car came from a 

lady, Nancy Polishuk, the author of the 

book “Life on the Daly River” and is 

the very car they bogged on their way 

to Daly River in the nineteen fifties 

with all their worldly possessions and 

got stuck due to an early wet season 

storm. The car was bogged till the next 

dry season! If you haven’t read the 

book , go get it from the library or a 

rerelease from the book shop, it's really 

good reading about the territory in the 

fifties. Back to Les Wilson’s place. 

Once I had absorbed the rusting relics 

and found time to turn around there was 

the largest undercover area chock full 

of trucks you could imagine. They 

seemed to go on forever. Actually they 

aren’t all trucks, there are some cars 

amongst them. Les says he is starting to 

Nancy Polishuk drove this I928 Dodge to Daly River about I955 

 „34 Inter still runs after 50 yrs idle. 



clean the place up and all will look better in a short 

while. 

 I assure all you readers that the place sure looks 

pretty good to me right now. Amongst the first row 

there are a couple of spaces. The normal occupiers 

of these spots are at the Darwin wharf starring in 

the movie with that lady we all love, Nicole Kid-

man. So Les has movie star trucks as well 

There are about 15 trucks here. About fifteen cars 

too. Most of them have come from down south 

somewhere. Les built a triaxle trailer which tows 

beaut behind his Landcruiser. He just goes down 

and trailers them back. No worries! One of Les’ favourites is a 1934 C40 International from Burra 

in SA which is up in the wheat country. It had been sitting around for 50 years in a shed when the spot it had 

occupied was wanted for something else and was turfed out into the paddock. Lucky it wasn’t there for long 

before Les travelled down, bought it and trailered it home. 

Once off the trailer he couldn’t resist sticking some petrol 

in it and a battery. It fired up no worries and idled per-

fectly with absolutely no work at all. Not bad eh! There is 

even a die cast model on the front seat showing how it 

looked new. On the door of the miniature it states 

“Wilson’s Grain & food”. 

This truck shares a large shed with some cars including a 

mint EH and a Statesman. Next door is a 1946 vintage 

light truck which Les got as a basket case from Rene, a 

past treasurer of this club. The catch is the basket is a pile 

of parts from various models so it is not just a construc-

tion kit , but a mixture of several jig-saw puzzles. Never 

mind, it is running. To prove it Les drove it into the shed. 

It was a basket case but it goes now 

Les swapped an airconditioner for this Interna-

tional tow truck. 

It is a beauty. The signage looks fairly normal but 

read it properly and you see “Despair Motors 2.4 

hour towing, Anywhere, Anytime, Maybe. ” 

Its not all trucks and showroom cars. This little Morris needs 

a polish and new plugs.  


